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| IDEAL WOMANHOOD.
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]:l‘ is an undertaking of some delicacy for a Christian
minister to enter upon a course of sermons to young
IIL.- ] S S
\ Boiie s 7o women, such as _that, \x-lljfzh I have proposed to myself, he-
’ cause of two things: Iirst, hecanse of the prevalence of
a kind of false gallantry which demands that whenever
men speak of women they should use the language of ex-
travagant and fulsonme adoration, on pain of being con-
demned as lacking in chivalry, althongh in truth this
I1Vv. obtrusive gallantry is little to the credit of either sex, sug-
ADORNMENT, gesting, as it infallibly does, an uneasy suspicion of injus-
tice on the one side or inferiority on the other, which this
V. somewhat too violent protestation is needed to cover up.
A INFLURNCE. ' And secondly, because of an extreme sensitiveness on the
- gubject of woman’s place and work, arvising from the re-
cent agitation of the question of ““woman’s vights,” which
has led many women to look upon men as their natural
enemies and hereditary oppressors, and to listen to any
utterance from masculine lips respecting their position
‘and duties with a mingling of curiosity and distrust most
unfavorable both to frankness of utterance and to candor

of reception.
Nevertheless, God’s word has a message to woman as
well as to man, and he whose commission it is to “* preach
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and who do not hesitate to make even those relations
which God has hullowed with the most solemn sanctions,—
marriage and parenthood—the subject of rash theorizing
and bold experiment.

Into these fathomless bogs of unrestrained speculation
God forbid that I should lead, or that you, young women
before me, should follow. The one question for you is,
What did God intend me to be and to do? What you shall
become, will depend not only upon the ideal you set before
yourselves, but upon the agreement or disagreement of°
the ideal with the Creuator’s design. -She who seeks fo
make herself what God meant her to be, has the sure
promise of success. She who seeks to make herself some-
thing else than God meant her to be, is foredoomed to fail
in reaching the goul, and to become dwarfed and deformed
in the attempt. .

Let me ask you, then, to seel in all prayerfulness an
angwer to this one question, What is God’s ideal of woman-
hood? And that you may find it, take in your hand this
clue which he offers you by his Spirit of inspiration: ““And
the Lord God said, Itis not good that the man should be
alone: Let us make him an help meet for him,” o, as it
ig in the- Hebrew, ““over against him,”. ““answering to
him.” T am not of those who would consign this old story
to the limbo of nursery tales. Whatever of mystery or
allegory there may be interwoven here, whatever of deeper
meaning underlies the pictovial dress, in these words speaks
that eternul wisdom which was with the Lord, “ from
everlasting, from the beginning. or ever the earth was s
and they contain the original, inalienable charter of wom-
an’s rights and woman’s liberties, and of those two price-
less legacies from Paradise—marriage and home.

Now see first of all in these words a plain intimation
that woman was not made to be a duplicate of man, but
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The only true woman’s rights agitation is that which
secks to remove from her path whatever in the nsages or
institutions of society hinders her from seeking the highest
development of her womanhood, not thab which would
clear o path for her to compete for the excellences and
achievements of manhood.

In this entire distinctness of manhood and womanhood,
if once we could clearly and joyfully recognize it, lies the
end of controversy over the old question of the equality
of the sexes. How shall you measure against eachi other
things so unlike? Which is superior depends on the
quality taken for the criterion. Physically, if strength

be the criterion, man is the superior; if grace and /
beauty, woman. Mentally, if comprehensiveness and |

logical power be the criterion, man is the superior;if alert-
ness and flexibility, woman. Morally, man isthe superior

in truth and even-handed justice; woman in mercy and in |

purity.  The broadsword of Cenr de Lion or Saladin’s

scimitar, which is the better weapon? Mr. Ruskin sums |

up the case well when he says: “We are foolish, and

1 without excuse foolish, in speaking of the superiority of one

|| sex to the other, as if they could be compared in similar
. each com-
pletes the other and is completed by the other, and the
happiness and perfection of both depends on each asking
and receiving of the other what the other only can give.”

Have you ever considered what is implied in that other
word in thissame story of thecreation: **So Gtod created man
in his own image; in the image of God created he him; male
and female created he #hem™? Not in man alone is the
Creator’s image to be found, but in humanity, with its two
poles of manhood and womanhood. Each was made to
reflect God’s image, but from different angles. Like the
two pictures of the stereoscope they must blend together,
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we call society, are there not sisterly as well as wifely
duties waiting for her gentle and skillful hand? The need
of womanly helpfulness in the world’s work is great and
manifold, and it is a need which only woman can supply.
Married or single, as wife or mother, as gister or friend,
hers is a share in that work distinet and peculiar, u share
which man cannot take, and which, if she leave it to
undertale man’s work, must remain undone, It is hersto
inspire, to purify, to elevate, to ameliorate, to comfort, to
adorn.

A narrow sphere, say you? What great work of the
world has ever prospered without her help? What did not
the Reformation owe to the serene self-poise, the clear
womanly insight, the cheerful, steadfast faith of Catherine
von Bora, by which Luther’s fitful humors were controlled,
and his moody despondencies put to flight? What does
not American independence owe to the cheerful endur-
ance, the lieroic courage, the steadfast resolution of the
women of the Revolution? What have not missions owed
to the inspiring influence of such women as Mary Liyon,
and the quiet, gentle, thoronghly womanly, but fruitful
work of such laborers as Fidelia Fiske? Think you the
planting of Christianity would have gone on with the same
marvelous swiftness and success, without that presence and
helpfulness of woman which the Epistles go often recog-
nize? Was Puul couscious of no debt to Phwbe, who had
been o succorer of many and of himself also; to Priscilla,
who beside her service in training the eloquent Apollos,
had for Paul’s sake laid down, as it were, her own neck;
and to that Roman matron, the mother of Rufus, who had
been to him as his own? Nay, did not the blessed Master
himself, notwithstanding his lonely grandeur and his infi-
nite sufficiency for the work he came to do, receive from
those women who followed him and ministered to him,
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harems it may be, but not in this republic of Christian
homes—and yet this is all that many a woman is. It is
all that some of the qoung women of to-day will ever be-
.come unless they rouse themselves to higher purpose, more
seriouns endeavor, and more thorongh self-discipline.

The Chinese lady glories in her small feet as a badge
of helplessness, as a proof, in other words, of her ex-
emption from the necessity of labor. And there is even
here an ideal of fine-ludyhood which glories in hands that
tell the same story, Ilow different from both these is the
picture of the true woman drawn by the pen of inspiration.
< She worketh willingly with her hands.” ¢ She girdeth
her loins with: strength and strengtheneth her arms.”
The very question with which that exquisite portrait is
introduced, ““Who can find a eapadle woman?”’—for so
the lexicographers bid us read it—suggests an ideal of
womanhood as far removed as possible from helpless
dependence,

Not to be a drag, but u spur; nob to be a burden, but
an ally; not to be a mere guest in this world, to be waited
on and admired, but to be a brave, trne worker in this
mass of toiling, struggling, suffering souls—that, young
woman, s God’s call to you.

Nor yet is the helpfulness for which God made woman
the helpfulness of a mere drudge, to go and come at man’s
bidding, to cook his food, to nurse his children, to spend
life like the Hindoo woman in the performance of menial
offices behind a screen, while sociely, in its proper sense,
is left to man alone. This may be helpfulness, but it is
not companionship. It is. helpfulness of a meagre, narrow
sort, a helpfulness which muay soothe, which may solace,
but which cannot elevate, cannot inspire. God meant
woman for a higher, broader work than that; and the ideal
woman is one whou, not despising practical efficiency and
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helpless inefficiency. It was mo ““reed shaken with the
wind ? which the poet painted when, his eye resting fondly
on the wife in whom his heart safely trusted, he drew this
exquisite portrait of a true woman:
¢ A heing breathing thoughtful breath;
A traveler between life and death;—
The reason firm, the temperate will,
Endurance, forethought, strength and skill—
A perfect woman, nobly planned
To warn, to comfort and command;
And yet a spirit still, and bright
. With something of an angel light.”

Peter breathed, indeed, the very essence of Christian
courtesy when he bade men give ““honor unto the woman
as unto the weaker vessel.” But it was physical, not moral, |
wealness of which he spoke. Yes, weak she may be of
arm to wield the sword, but not weak of spirit to bear the
cross. In patient endurance the restless spirit of man is
weakmness itself by the side of her steadfast, nncomplaining
strength. ¢ There are more heroines than herces in the
world,” it has been said; and if silently to suffer be a truer
heroism than grandly to die, who shall gainsay the senti-
ment?

¢ Warriors and statesmen have their meed of praise,
And what they do or suffer men record;
But the long sacrifice of woman's days
Passes without & thought, without a word.

] A 4 * e

But it may be more lofty courage dwells
Tn one meek heart which bears an adverse fate,
Than his whose ardent soul indignant swells,
Warmed by the fight or cheered through high debate.
The soldier dies surrounded. Could he live
Alone to suffer and alone to strive?”

(ireat was the heroism of many a Christian youth who
in the days of Roman persecution walked cheerfully to the
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ideal standard which she needs. I point you rather to that
one unapproachable ideal of all human excellence which
was realized in Jesus Christ, the pattern of true woman-
hood ag he is of true manhood. TFor since he was a per-
fect manifestation of God, in whose image both man and
woman were created, we find in him a perfect blending of
manly and womanly excellence. Never, indeed, was there
a manlier strength and aggressiveness, a greater power off
leadership, a more vigorous scorn, a more inflexible stern-
ness in rebuke, a more majestic assertion of anthority, than
in the Lion of the tribe of Judah. Yet never was there a
more delicate purity, o tenderer compassion, a deeper love,
a more unwearied patience, an ampler forgiveness, o more
absolute self-sacrifice in the heart of woman than in the
Tamb of God, that took away the sin of the world.
Would you attain the ideal womanhood? Go sit with Mary
of Bethany at his feet, and you shall learn it there. There
only can you attain an ideal womanhood; for faith is the
crowning grace of womanly character. Womanhood with-
out piety is a cathedral without its dome. ¢ Favor is de-
ceitful and beanty is vain; but a woman that feareth the
Lord, she shall be praised.”

Moreover, if the pattern is in Christ, the power is in
Christ also. In union with him is the secret of perfect
womanhood as of perfect manhood. Many a woman has
found in the love of a strong man her first awakening from
frivolity, her first effectual impulse toward a true and
noble womanhood. But infinitely stronger in its uplift-
ing, ennobling power is the love of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Let that love take full possession of your heart, and under
its inspiration you shall grow in purity, in unselfishness,
in strength and depth of character, till you come at last
““to a perfect” woman, “ to the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ.”
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angels of God turn from many a scene of mirth and fes-
tivity in this modern Ephesus, to the true life of the
heavenly home.

These living dead arc not all of one sex. There is many
a young man as completely given over to purposeless pleas-
ure-secking as any young woman; with this difference,
that his pleasures in that case arve apt to be coarser, less
negatively harmless, than hers. But the apostle was writ-
ing here of young women. I am to speal to-night to
young women, and, therefore, it is to the type of feminine
character here drawn, that I shall confine myself.

«She that liveth in pleasure.”  The character here
described is not necessarily that of the shameless wanton.
The pleasure here spoken of need not be in itself guilty
pleasure. It may be perfectly innocent, perfectly harm-
less, in the right measure and at the right time. The
thing here assumed is, that it has become the atmosphere
of existence—the aliment on which the soul attempts to
live. The woman whom these words deseribe, is a woman
destitute of serious purpose, a being who lives to dress, to
dance, to coquet, to idle away hours over the trashiest of
sentimental fiction, and other hours in the silliest of frivo-
lous talk; a being with no ambition higher than to see.and
be seen, without a conception of life more real or more
substantial than a soap hubble.

Now observe, it is not mirth, it is not buoyancy of
spirits, that is here in question. There is not on earth a
more airy, light-hearted, effervescent creature, a brighter
“phantom of delight” than a young girl, as God made her.
God forbid that one ray of that brightness should be
quenched, one bounding pulse of that light heart checked.
There is sorrow enough in the world as it is, and it needs
all the mirthfulness of young maidenhood to brighten it.
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PURPOSE. 19

forced upon her, as it is upon the young man. It is true,
she has her studies while at school; and if she have any
intellectual tastes, these are a great safeguard against
frivolity, Yet, even these are looked upon as something
to be soon put aside. They are not like the professional
studies of the lawyer or medical student, something to
remind her every day of a definite career before her, for
which they are the foundation. And when she has done
with school, she finds herself with nothing to do. The
young man while in college may throw himself into base-
ball and boating as though these were the most mo-
mentous things in life; but he comes out, and forthwith
he finds himself with serions business on hand. An
earth-worm he may become, toiling sordidly for the
precious dust; but a butterfly he has small chance to be,
unless, indeed, he be one of fortune’s unhappy favorites,
born with a gold spoon in his mouth. Otherwise he is
compelled to choose some kind of a goal, high or low, and
work toward it. With the young woman it is otherwise.

" The close of schoel days, which incréases the pressure

upon the young man toward seriousness of purpose, takes
off the pressure from the young woman, and leaves hev to
the alternative of aimless drifting, or of choosing and
holding before herself, by her own force of character,
some serious purpose to which circumstances do not con-
strain her.

Nor is this all.  She finds herself now face to face with
the claims of society. This is fitting enough if properly
understood. The brightening of social intercourse, the
entertaining of strangers, the interchange of the offices of
good neighborhood, the bringing together of various house-
holds into a harmonious and friendly whole, is preémi-
nently woman’s work. But what is society as 1t presents
itself to the young maiden when she is ready to ““come
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who liveth in pleasure is to be found. Of utter aimless-
ness, emptiness of head, and shallowness of heart, the
boarding-house can furnish as striking examples as the
salon. And there is many a poor man’s home where the
father toils early and late at the bench or the forge, and
the mother at the wash-tub, that the danghters may trick
thiemselves ont in cheap finery, and gad about to picnies
and balls, under the impression that to live in pleasure is
to become ladies.

Nor, again, let it be imagined that it is only among the
openly irreligious that the spectacle of this living death is
to be seen. Alag! in our day, as in Paul’s—yes, in our
day more than in Panl’s—there iz many a dead soul wear-
ing the garments and going through the motions of the
new life. It is a terribly easy thing in these days for a
young woman to join the chureh. T use the word ““terri-
bly” advisedly. I mean it is an alarmingly, dangerously
casy thing, much easier for her than for a young man. A
young girl’s outward life furnishes fewer marked tests than
a young man’s of the sincerity of her faith. She takes
more naturally to the ontward forms of devotion. She has
less opposition or ridicule to fear than a young man. In-
deed, it is rather “‘the thing” for her to do. And so it
comes to pass that many a young woman may be found in
the church—nay, even active in ehurch work, after her
fashion (which, by the way, may be a good enough fashion
as far as it goes), that s in entertainments, sociables,
fancy fairs, church decoration, especially if there are agree-
able young men to help—withal a teacher in the Sunday-
school—after her fashion again, which is the very simple
one of opening the lesson paper, reading off the questions
just as they come, and then leaning over to talk with the
teacher of the next class about the dress she is having
made, or the party she was ab last night,—I say the young

- | 'ii ’
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that? No, she is not only dead to any experience of relig-
ion, but well-nigh dead to any appeal of religion. Her
heart is the trodden path, on which the good geed falls
only to be instantly caught away by the fowls of the air.
There is no face, I say it in ail sadness, into which the
preacher of the gospel looks with less hope of awakening
any response to his message than the face of a frivolous
wonman.

Dead, but not buried; and therefore a dead weight
upon all the living with whom she gtill has ties. Oh,
what a melancholy sight, when she who was made to be a
help-meet, a prop, a stay, a strong tower for vefuge to the
tempted and the disheartened, becomes instead a mere
clog and burden which they must carry!  Yet such she is.

A dead weight upon her father, while she is still his
care. What a pitiful spectacle it is—a man toiling early
and late in his counting-room, rarely taking o vaca-
tion, reducing himself to a mere machine for the coining
of dollars, that his daughters may make an annual dis-
play of bewildering toilets and go through an annual round
of senscless gaieties at some fashionable watering-place.
As for companionship, as for helpfulness, as for intelligent
sympathy in his plans and struggles, the man might as
well look to the cat that purrs at his elbow.

A dead weight upon her husband, when she has one.
There is no surer, heavier, more hopeless drag upon a
manly courage and ambition than a wealk, frivolous, self-
indulgent wife, whose one concern in life is present pleas-
ure. In great crises, which demand nerve and resolution,
she unmans him, as did that British naval officer’s wife,
whose helpless terror in shipwreck so unnerved her hus-
band, and brought such disaster, as to lead to a rule for-
bidding wives of naval officers to gail in the same ship

with their husbands. Of such a woman Miss Yonge has
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Such a woman is a dead weight upon the church, to
which her sundry effervescent activities are a very poor
compensation for the blighting influence of her worldliness
upon its spivitmal life, and the terrible stumbling-block
which her frivolity lays in the way of impenitent gouls.

A gay young woman, who had grown up a stranger to
religious influences, and was devoted to the theafre, the
dance, and other forms of amnsement, went to visit in a
Christian family connected with a certain church. Her
attention was aroused by the new life around her, and she
began to ask many earnest questions. In the church was
quite a circle of young people, who had their own prayer-
meeting and literary circle. To these she was introduced.
She found their conversation just like that to which
all her life she had been accustomed. They enlarged
with zest upon the gaieties of the town. Their talk was
of actresses and of balls. Naturally a leader, this young
lady soon took the initiative in their amusements. When
ghe found that her companions at the Saturday play were
Christian young women, who helped to sustain the prayer-
meeting, and taught in the Sabbath-school, she could not
understand how they could be interested in such dull
work. But when they laughed constrainedly, and, with
an apologetic remark or two, turned eagerly to the dis-
cussion of the play or the party, all thought of their
Christian profession as a serious or important thing, and
all interest in Christianity for herself, seemed to be dis-
missed from her mind, and she returned to her home as
worldly, as indifferent, as she had come.

What is it, then, young woman, that you need to save
you from this living death, this withering away of your
trne womanhood? Just this: an e@rnest purpose, an aim
in life worthy of all that is deepest and strongest in a
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like the flash of the diamond—the gleam of a well-trained
mind and a strong, hopeful heart.

And what shall that purpose be? Any earnest, serious
purpose will save you from frivolity; but nob every pur-
pose will lift you to the full height of an ideal womanhood.
A purpose to become a thorough housekeeper or an accom-
plished scholar, a skillful artist or a well-trained musician
—any one of these is better and worthier of your woman-
hood than a mere butterfly life. But oh, I beseech you,
when you are choosing, choose the highest. Think of that
woman of whom Jesns said, <One thing is needful; and
Mary Ifath chosen that good part which shall not be taken
from her.” There is no purpose which so harmonizes
with all that js noblest in womanhood, as the purpose of
unselfish service to One who is worthy of the highest love.
Here is o destiny which you have not to wait for. Tt is
" You have but to embrace it, and it will
abundant peace; it will fill your hands
it will erowd your days with fruit-

waiting for you.
fill your heart with
with nseful minigtries;
ful labor; it will make you worthy to be the centre of a
home, the gnardian of immortal souls, if God calls you to
be; it will make your life full and complete, if he does not.
And here, too, is a sphere large enongh for the most
abounding energy and the most restless ambition. Say
not: Our hands are tied; the doors of useful service are
closed against us; we are doomed to aimlessness. In
Christ’s service there are open doors enough waiting for .
vour entrance. Nothing to do? With so many poor to
help; so many sick in hospitals longing for the sound of a
woman’s loving voice and the touch of her gentle hand; so
many children to be gathered in from the street and led fo
the Savior; so many heathen, at our own doors even, to be
gought with the message of salvation? No, if you have a

purpose as earnest and as consistent as Emily Faithfulls,
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OCCUPATION.

1 Tim. 513
“« Andwithal they learn to be tdle, wandering about from house {o howuse;

and not only idle, but tattlers also, and busybodies, speahing things which
they ought notl.”

HESTE words from the same chapter whence we drew
last week the warning against a purposeless life,
present a strong picture of the effects upon womanly
character of a life without oceupation. Without attempt-
ing to follow its outlines in detail, I desfl'e to draw your
attention to-night to the subject which . it suggests:
Occupation, as related to the development of womu.nho?d.
I had occasion to point out to you last Sabbath evening
the necessity of an earnest purpose, as & safeigL'mrd against
the temptation to emptiness and frivolity, arising from the
want of fixed and absorbing employment. It Wwasnecessary
to begin at that point. An earnest purpose is the first
requisite to the attainment of true wonum.hoorl. So long
as a young woman has no higher view of life and no more
serions aim than to amuse herself, it is Wa-sted. breath to
warn her against waste of time or to urge the importance
of useful occupation. '

But on the other hand, the earnest purpose itself, once
found, is in danger of abandonment if it fail Of_“.qse
direction into some line of useful, well-ordered activity,
The two must go together—earnestness and industry, pur-
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ADORNMENT.
It is an easy thing to inveigh against
fashion, a8 though it were always and wholly of the devil.
But that 18 just a way of dodging a really intricate ques-
tion. What ig fashion? Simply whatb other people do.
Now; it is sometimes & good thing to do what other people
do, and sometimes it is not. There is no virtue in mere
gingularity. In a general way, We may say, gsingulavity is a
thing to be shunned. It is not worth while to male one’s
self conspicuous without good cause. But sometimes con-
gpicuousness is nnavoidable. «Thou shalt not follow
multitude to do evil.” Lot could not afford to follow the
fashions in Sodom, NOT Daniel and his three friends in
Babylon. The trath is, it is not fashion but the yranny
of fashion which ¢ evil. It 18 well to take counsel of
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1 Sam. 25:32-33.
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